
Connecting Business initiative
for disaster risk reduction, emergency 
preparedness, response and recovery

Transforming private sector engagement 
before, during and after crises to create more 
resilient communities, increase local capacity 
and alleviate human suffering

Partner Prospectus

Connecting Business initiative (CBi) engages the private sector 
strategically before, during and after emergencies, increasing the 
scale and effectiveness of the response in a coordinated manner. 
CBi is demand-driven, responds to needs on the ground and 
puts affected individuals and communities at the center.

While governments maintain the overall responsibility for 
responding to humanitarian emergencies, local communities 
and private sector networks also play crucial roles in disaster 
risk reduction, emergency preparedness, response and 
recovery. The Connecting Business initiative strengthens and 
supports those private sector networks.

The Connecting Business initiative was launched at the World 
Humanitarian Summit in May 2016 and it takes forward the 
Summit outcomes, as well as the 2030 Development Agenda 
and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The 
initiative is operated by a secretariat and governed by an 
Executive Committee. 
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MissionVision

To facilitate access to and use 
of resources, networks, mechanisms 
and tools that will enable businesses 
to contribute to effective disaster 
risk reduction, emergency 
preparedness, response and recovery 
via a global coordination architecture 
that connects them to each other 
and to other actors.

Coordinated business engagement 
and multistakeholder partnerships 
between international organizations, 
governments, civil society and the 
private sector in disaster risk reduction, 
emergency preparedness, response 
and recovery create more resilience 
and increase local capacity.

More lives saved and livelihood safeguarded as the resilience of the businesses, sectors and societies are increased.

Connecting Business initiative

Cross-cutting: all activities will contribute to collective action for risk informed emergency preparedness, response and recovery.

Impact, outcome, outputs and activities
Activities

Impact

Provide a clear entry 
point, mobilize and 
connect partners.

Establish 
a global portal 
as a prominent 
leading platform.

Make best practices, 
policies and 
standards available 
to governments, 
private sector 
networks, platforms 
and businesses.

Support matching 
private sector 
capacities and 
resources to 
humanitarian needs.

Help establish and 
strengthen private 
sector networks 
to coordinate and 
increase business 
engagement in 
national disaster 
management 
structures.

Build capacity of 
business networks 
to actively 
participate in 
national structures 
and help improve 
the networks' 
resilience.
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 2 The expressed interest of the private sector and 
private sector representative organizations to engage 
in disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness, 
response and recovery.

 2 The existence and capacity of a likely host 
organization for the private sector network.

 2 The existence of identified leaders from the private 
sector to drive the creation and operation of the network.

 2 The activities already undertaken by representatives 
of the private sector and private sector organizations to 
mobilize support for Connecting Business initiative or 
similar programs at the national and / or regional level.

 2 The capacity and strength of relevant Government, UN and 
NGO programs and existing coordination mechanisms.

 2 The assessed risk level in that location of natural 
and man-made disasters and health pandemics.

 2 The existing level of private sector engagement 
in disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness, 
response and recovery and the level of participation of 
private sector in existing coordination mechanisms at 
the national and regional levels. 

Baseline requirements 1 Risk vulnerability criteria

Level of support provided
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New 
Member Networks

Eight locations per year 
(subject to funding availability)

All
Member Networks

All Member Networks and 
prospective Member Networks

How do we select business networks for CBi support?

1 Connecting Business initiative has developed tools for landscape analysis and maturity assessment 
to assist with this assessment and further development of the Member Networks.
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General access

 2 Technical support from the Connecting Business initiative Secretariat 
(provided remotely but may also include missions to support workshops or 
other events)

 2 Recruitment of a consultant to support establishing the structure for the 
network for a period of 4-12 months.

 2 Support to setting up information management systems, e.g. a website.
 2 Seed funding to initiate programs in line with the network's agreed work plan.

 2 Support to develop communication materials and online presence at CBi 
global portal.

 2 Access to Member Networks events.

 2 Technical advice from the CBi Secretariat and Program Partners, including 
access to guidance documents, toolkits and training.

 2 Community of Practice and peer-to-peer support, including webinars, 
newsletters, bilateral suopport etc.

 2 Facilitating access to relevant organisations and programs to support the 
network's activities.

 2 Support for the coordination during emergencies, if requested.

 2 Clear entry point for private sector engagement in disaster risk reduction, 
emergency preparedness, response and recovery

 2 Access to the CBi Global Portal, online community, resource library, open 
tools and open events.

 2 Access to Member Networks events.



Program Partners include partners from the private 
sector, government, civil society and international 
community, as well as thematic and industry private 
sector networks that are connected through the 
Connecting Business initiative global portal. 

Program Partners provide technical advice to the 
initiative and collaborate in the delivery of programs 
based on CBi work plan. Partnerships with Program 
Partners may have a global, regional or national focus. 
Program Partners may, for example, contribute to the 

Resource Partners bring to the Connecting Business 
initiative funding as well as their expertise and their 
organization's dedication to private sector engagement 
in disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness, 
response and recovery.2 There are three tiers of Resource 
Partners: Executive, Platinum and Gold. Executive 
Resource Partners are the top nine Resource Partners 
(six financial and three in-kind contributors) with 
contributions exceeding a minimum threshold of 
US$300,000 per year.

Platinum Resource Partners' contributions exceed 
US$100,000 per year. Gold Resource Partners' contribu
tions are below US$100,000 per year. Executive Resource 

Program Partners

Resource Partners

Partners are eligible to serve on the Executive Committee 
and will be involved in the governance and strategic 
direction of the initiative. Other donors will act in an advi
sory capacity. The Connecting Business initiative will give 
due visibility to Resource Partners, including the opportu
nity to publically announce commitments at high profile 
events and be recognized on the Global Portal and other 
documentation.

The initiative will report to all Resource Partners annually 
on outcomes measured against agreed targets.3 UN 
auditing principles will be applied. Contributions received 
will be reflected in the Financial Tracking Service (FTS).

strengthening of a specific network, partner to undertake 
research and develop tools and resources, or mobilize 
other actors to support the initiative.

Program Partners join Member Networks at the Connecting 
Business Annual event and at regional and national meetings 
where relevant. The Connecting Business initiative supports 
Program Partners to connect with Member Networks and 
explore opportunities for collaboration. The activities of 
Program Partners may also be profiled and recognized on the 
Connecting Business initiative global portal.

2 Current Executive Resource Partners include the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, the Government 
of Belgium, the UPS Foundation and the Boston Consulting Group. Platinum Resource Partners 
include the European Union (EU) and the Government of Australia.

3 A detailed results framework is available to prospective Resource Partners upon request.
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Connecting Business initiative

Participating Organisations include any organization that 
may add value to CBi’s activities, mainly through linkages 
and referrals or contribution to the global portal. 

Participating Organisations may include: technical 
assistance and advisory organizations; MNCs who are 
involved in multiple countries; business associations 

The Connecting Business initiative is operated as a UN 
program governed by an Executive Committee and 
implemented by the CBi secretariat. 

The Executive Committee comprises Executive Resource 
Partners, a representative of the Member Networks, a 
representative of the Program Partners, the Initiating UN 
Organisations and the Connecting Business initiative 
Secretariat, acting ex officio without voting rights.

The Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation is 

Participating Organisations

Governance and operational structure

who are not Program Partners; research organizations and 
universities; NGOs who are supporting local networks.

CBi Participating Organisations will have access to the 
global portal distributed knowledge products and 
guidance documents, updates and open events.

the representative of the Member Networks and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies representing the One Billion Coalition for 
Resilience is the Program Partner representative on 
the Executive Committee in 2017. The Initiating UN 
Organisations are the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

Initiating UN
Organisations

Executive 
Committee

(Executive Resource 
Partners, Member Networks 

representative, Program 
Partners representative,

 Initiating UN Organisations)

Member Networks
(Local, national and regional 
business networks, industry 

networks, thematic networks)

Participating
Organisations

Programme Partners

Resource Partners

CBi Secretariat

Governing

Executing



www.connectingbusiness.org
connectingbusiness@un.org

 @Connecting_biz — #ConnectBiz

Connecting Business initiative 
Member Networks implement 
agreed work plans with the 
support of the Connecting 
Business initiative Secretariat. 

Support is prioritized to demand-
driven private sector-led networks. 

The selection criteria and support 
provided are explained on page 3 
of this prospectus.

Connecting Business initiative Member Networks

01. Côte d’Ivoire
02. Fiji
03. Haiti
04. Kenya / East  
 Africa
05. Madagascar
06. Mexico

07. Myanmar
08. Nigeria
09. Pacific
10. Philippines
11. Sri Lanka
12. Turkey 
13. Vanuatu

Member Networks Prospective Member Networks countries

01. Argentina
02. Bangladesh
03. Brazil
04. Chile
05. Democratic 
 Republic of the  
 Congo
06. Ecuador
07. Guatemala
08. Honduras

09. Indonesia
10. Jordan
11. Lebanon
12. Malaysia
13. Nepal
14. Papua New   
           Guinea
15. Peru
16. Samoa

17. Senegal
18. Sierra Leone
19. Solomon Islands
20. South Africa
21. Tanzania
22. Tonga
23. Uganda
24. Vietnam
25. Yemen

CBi aims to support 40 private sector networks by 2020 Prospective Member Network countries have been identified through various 
consultation processes and are subject to further discussions.

The Connecting Business initiative is a private sector driven and UN-supported initiative. Operational and technical support is provided by 
United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs while the United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction provides technical advice on disaster risk reduction.

CBi Resource Partners

02

11

03

1007

12

05

04
0801

18

07

10

17

04

01

15

06

03

08

11

05

20

23

13

19

22

16

02

13

12

24

09

06

09

14

25

21


