
 
 

Connecting Business initiative (CBi) 
2018 Annual Event  

 
 
 

Date: 6 February 2018 
Time: 9:00 – 17:30  
Venue: Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG), Room 4 
 
 
Overview 
 

Building on momentum generated by the World Humanitarian Summit, businesses, governments, 
civil society and international organizations joined forces in support of Connecting Business– a 

UN-led, multi-stakeholder initiative that engages the private sector strategically and holistically 
in disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness, response and recovery, strengthening the 

overall resilience of communities. 
 

While Governments maintain overall responsibility for responding to humanitarian emergencies, 
local communities and private sector networks also play a critical role in ensuring that individuals 

and communities are resilient and able to recover from shocks. 

 
Companies have contributed their technological know-how and logistics expertise, developed 

new, innovative solutions and provided much needed financial resources. Yet while businesses 
are already making significant contributions, more could be done to further engage them in 

disaster management and to maximize, the potential for collective private sector action. 
 

The 2018 Annual Event furthers the conversation by exploring collective private sector action at 
the local, regional, and global levels.  

 
Objectives 

• Showcase the value of collective private sector contributions to disaster management 
• Identify opportunities for collaboration between CBi Member Networks, Program 

Partners and other stakeholders 

• Inspire further private sector action and collaboration in disaster management 
 
 
 
 

 



Agenda 

 

8:00 – 9:00 Registration 

Segment 1: Expanding Opportunities for Private Sector Engagement 

9:00 – 9:10 Official Welcome  
In the report on enhancing cooperation, the UN Secretary-General 
called for an increased focus on multi-stakeholder partnerships. 
This session will highlight the role of the private sector in disaster 

management and new innovative ways for the humanitarian 
system to engage with businesses. 

  

9:10 – 9:30 Opening Dialogue 
In this session, the speakers will reflect on the reasons why the 

private sector is in fact taking a more active role in disaster 
management, supporting global, regional and local actors. 

 

9:30 – 10:30 Collective Private Sector Action through CBi 
The Connecting Business initiative (CBi) is transforming the way the 

private sector engages before, during and after crises. Through a 
conversation between the CBi Secretariat and its Member 

Networks, this session will highlight the work of the initiative on the 
global and local levels. 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

Segment 2: Role of the Private Sector in Preparedness 

11:00 – 11:10 Firestarter Remarks 
 

11:10 – 12:30 Interactive Forum followed by a Discussion with the Audience 
Increasing investments in emergency preparedness are critical to 
effectively and efficiently respond to humanitarian crises in the 

future. During this session, the participants will discuss the role of 
the private sector in collective and coordinated preparedness  

efforts. 
 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 

Segment 3: Role of the Private Sector in Response and Recovery 

14:00 – 14:10 Firestarter Remarks 
 

14:10 – 15:30 Interactive Forum followed by a Discussion with the Audience 
Disasters have a major impact on the private sector, but companies 
can also play an important role in response and recovery. This 



session will discuss why and how the private sector can resume 
operations and ensure that vital goods and services are available to 
affected communities as quickly as possible.  
 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break 

Segment 4: Innovative Approaches to Disaster Management 

16:00 – 16:10 Firestarter Remarks 
 

16:10 – 17:15 Interactive Forum followed by a Discussion with the Audience 

More could be done to unleash the full potential of the private 
sector role in disaster management. This session will explore the 

technological know-how and innovative solutions that the private 
sector can contribute to the humanitarian system. 

 

17:15 – 17:30 Closing Address 
 

17:30 Annual Event Ends 

  



Connecting Business initiative (CBi) 

Working Sessions 
 
 

Date: 8 February 2018 

Time: 14:00 – 17:30  
Venue: Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG), Room 5 

 
 
Overview 
 
The Working Sessions are structured as interactive discussions that enable the CBi Secretariat 

and its stakeholders to dive into various technical and thematic areas.  
 

Objectives 
• Strengthen the capacity of CBi Member Networks and other stakeholders to further 

engage the private sector in disaster management 
• Share experiences and lessons learnt, and explore opportunities for increased 

collaboration between CBi Member Networks, Program Partners and other key 
stakeholders 

• Discuss CBi’s new global work streams  and collect feedback on most efficient ways for 
Member Network engagement 

 
  



Agenda 

 

Private Sector Innovation in Disaster Management (open to all) 

16:00 – 16:10 Opening Remarks 

16:10 – 16:45 New Technologies 
Several CBi Member Networks and companies have proposed new 
solutions and technologies – from artificial intelligence to big data 
– to be explored in the area of disaster management. This session 

will kick off a conversation about various new technologies and 
their use by Member Networks before, during and after crises.  

 

16:45 – 17:15 Emergency Operation Centers 
The CBi Member Network in the Philippines - the Philippine 

Disaster Resilience Foundation - has started the world’s first private 
sector Emergency Operations Center (EOC). There is a lot of 

interest from other countries and as a result, this session will 
further assess the feasibility of private sector engagement in 

Emergency Operating Centers and how they can support national 
systems. 

 

17:15 – 17:30 Looking forward 
A short summary to wrap up the Working Sessions and invite all 

stakeholders to continue supporting private sector engagement in 
disaster management. 

 

17:30 Working Sessions End 

 


