
Waste Management 
During COVID-19 : 
From Crisis to Opportunity

COVID-19 created an unprecedented challenge to waste management across the globe. As the number 
of patients needing hospital-based healthcare exploded, breaching the capacity of even developed 
economies, it caused similar challenges in waste management infrastructure too. Managing massive 
healthcare waste became a challenge for both developed and developing countries.

Pandemic also affected non-healthcare waste management too. Efforts to control and minimize 
plastic received a setback and many countries had to relax their regulations on plastic only to meet 
the immediate demand for increased home deliveries of food and provisions. Waste recycling in the 
informal sector came almost to a halt due to fears and concerns about infection. Lockdown induced 
mobility restrictions and economic downturn also impacted the operations of waste management.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) developed a series of guidance notes to assist 
Member States to deal with waste management issues during the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, 
UNEP also worked in partnership with the Swedish Civil Contingency Agency (Swedish MSB) to assist 
some Member States in assessing the situation regarding waste management in those countries.

UNEP and MSB experts will be delivering a webinar on the experiences learned from around the world 
in the last six months in the domain of waste management. Those participating in the webinar will also 
be given access to additional reference materials and guidance.

Tue 22 December 
14:00 - 15:30 GMT+1 

Register here: bit.ly/39G7ZxG

Photo: Global Times

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2204875267846445323
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Waste Management 
During COVID-19 : 
From Crisis to Opportunity

TUE 22 December | 14:00 - 15:30 GMT+1 

Agenda

Register here: bit.ly/39G7ZxG

Ida Eriksson
Environmental/WASH Consultant
Ida has 14 years of broad experience from 
the environmental field, such as soil 
pollution, health protection, waste 
management, waste water treatment and 
water conservation. Ida also has 
experience from working in humanitarian 
projects and municipal crisis 
management.

Moderator

Speakers

Anja-Christina Beier
Environmental Integration Expert

Anja is a trained political scientist with 
focus on environmental integration in all 
processes of decision-making. With 
experience from many countries and 
contexts, she has been working with 
environmental integration in 
international development cooperation 
and humanitarian support for more than 
20 years. 

Britta Palm
Environmental Protection O�cer 
Britta has more than ten years' experience 
of broad environmental work. Her main 
focus is on contaminated soils and waters. 
She holds a master’s degree in soil 
science from the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences and has experience 
from humanitarian and environmental 
projects worldwide.

Magnus Lindsjö
Environmental Engineer

Magnus has 15 years of experience on 
finding solutions on waste management 
in both day-to-day and crisis situations. 
Although striving towards reduced 
amounts of waste and recycling, Magnus 
has substantial experience of 
sustainable and safe landfilling of waste. 

Annika Sällvik 
Agricultural Engineer

Annika is an Agricultural Engineer with a 
variety of working experience. Her focus 
in the last 20 years has been on 
systematical environmental issues and 
environmental management systems. 

Muralee Thummarukudyl
Operations Manager, UNEP Crisis Management Branch

Muralee is the Operations Manager of UNEP Crisis Management Branch, where he manages response 
and coordinates projects ranging from assessment to capacity building and clean-up all over the 
world. He holds a PhD in Environmental Engineering from India. 

Experts from The Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (Swedish MSB) who provided remote technical 
guidance to waste management & environmental assistance to the environmental dimensions of 
COVID-19

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2204875267846445323

