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The director of the National Disaster
Management
Office
announced
the
resumption of the nationwide curfew from
11PM to 4AM following the amendments due
to Tropical Cyclone Ana. Read more.
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The Government of Mexico reminded the
public to avoid non-essential international
travel, adhering to COVID-19 precautionary
measures. In relation to this call, the
government emphasized its commitment to
arrange assistance and protection to Mexicans
coping with emergency situations abroad.
Read more.
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One (1) confirmed case; One (1) recovery
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Following the requirement for travellers from
Haiti going abroad, the Ministry of Public
Health and Population (MSPP) and a private
institution established a COVID-19 screening
site via antigen tests at the Toussaint
Louverture International Airport. As for the
travellers who are arriving in Haiti, negative
COVID-19 test results (PCR or Antigen) have to
be presented. Read more.

The Civil Aviation of Madagascar (ACM)
released a new list, composed of the 44
countries prohibited to travel to Madagascar
in observance of travel restriction due to
pandemic. Read more.
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4,741,429
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The National Security Council (CNS) in Cote
d'Ivoire initiated a state of health emergency
all throughout Abidjan from 21 January to 28
February in order to mitigate the increase in
COVID-19 cases observed recently in the
country. Read more.
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LATEST POLICIES & NEWS

HIGHLIGHTS
Philippines reports first case of the UK coronavirus variant
The Philippines recorded its first case of the more contagious B.1.1.7 SARS-CoV-2 variant on 13 January. The officials from the
Department of Health and Philippine Genome Center confirmed that the new variant was detected from a passenger who recently
travelled from the United Arab Emirates. Health and government officials immediately conducted contact tracing among the
passengers aboard the same flight. The identified contacts were asymptomatic and currently under strict home quarantine and
monitoring. Read more.
Moreover, health officials have identified 12 more patients in Bontoc, Mt. Province. According to government and health officials,
the index case originated from a person who has recently arrived from the United Kingdom. As of 26 January, five villages in Bontoc
are currently under localized stringent lockdown with the strictest community quarantine in place until 07 February. Contact tracing
and swab testing are still ongoing with close monitoring of the identified coronavirus infection clusters in the affected areas. Read
more.

Philippines
The Philippine government lifted the travel
restrictions to over 30 countries and released
newly implemented and tightened quarantine
rules starting 01 February. Read more.
Sri Lanka
The Minister of Tourism Prasanna Ranatunga
announced the reopening of Sri Lanka's
borders on 21 January for the revival of the
country's tourism revenue. To prevent the
spread of COVID-19, a "bio bubble" was
established and implemented for travelers.
Read more.

Endemic disease strikes Haiti amid COVID-19
The Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP) released a circular note on 28 January to set out awareness to the Haitian public
about the scratch disease affecting the population of several communes in the West. As the rash began spreading across the country,
MSPP through Western Sanitary Directorate (DSO) has started series of mobile clinics in the communes and communal sections of
Carrefour, Pétion-Ville, Gonâve, Petit-Goâve and Arcahaie, also mobile clinics stationed in different parts of the country, to attend to the
patients and distribute medicines. The fight against this endemic disease with COVID-19 in the background has driven the responsible
authorities to strengthen awareness campaigns as the country faces this difficult situation. AGERCA and some of their members are
supporting the communities affected by this disease by providing free medication and consultation to the affected population. Meanwhile,
the Government of the Republic assures the population that they will provide support and exert all efforts to put an end to the spread of
the said skin disease. Read more.

Turkey
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca announced that
there are 196 cases of the UK coronavirus
strain in Turkey, while two people were
infected with the South African variant and
one person infected with the Brazilian variant.
Read more.
Vanuatu
The Vanuatu government started the third and
last phase of the repatriation exercise that is
expected to end in March. To date, Vanuatu
has the highest number of repatriates in the
same region. Read more.

MSPP deployed mobile clinics in the communes of the West (left) and visited schools in commune Taba (right) as
part of the efforts to curb the scratch disease across Haiti. Source: Ministry of Public Health and Population
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NETWORK ACTIVITIES
Knowledge Management
Fiji Business Disaster Resilience Council

Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF)
PDRF Project Kaagapay, with financial support from Paymaya, recently
distributed hundreds of Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) to medical
frontliners of Corazon Locsin Montelibano Memorial Regional Hospital,
Cotabato General Hospital, and Talisay DRRMO. Project Kaagapay, which is a
fundraising initiative by PDRF and other private sectors, has been supporting
the country’s healthcare practitioners and frontliners by providing and
procuring medical equipment during the COVID-19 pandemic since March 2019.
Read more.
PDRF and Airbnb, Inc. released the Frontline Stays Impact Report for December
2020 on 13 January. Frontline Stays is an initiative of both organizations that
began in April 2020. It aims to provide safe and convenient shelter for health
workers and frontliners so that they stay near their workplaces during the
pandemic. Read more.

Community Building
A business continuity plan training in Levuka was conducted by the Fiji Business
Disaster Resilience Council together with USAID Climate Ready on 22 January.
Since there had been severe disruptions and concerns among the small and
medium-sized businesses in Levuka due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
workshop helped in the dissemination of information associated to disaster
awareness and preparedness and provided solutions on how to recover and
overcome the ongoing impacts of the pandemic to businesses. Read more.

Vanuatu Business Resilience Council (VBRC)

Resource Mobilization
Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management Sri Lanka (A-PAD SL)
Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce (VCCI) and Vanuatu Business Resilience Council
(VBRC) launched the Phoenix Project, a COVID-19 response program. This
project will focus on economic recovery by providing a series of life coaching
sessions, business skill and leadership training, and network development
programs to ten (10) local women business owners in Port Vila. The project is
funded by the UN Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund. Read more.

Advocacy and Campaigns
The collaboration of A-PAD SL with Union Assurance PLC, Disaster Management
Center (DMC), and District Secretariat of Colombo was able to provide 500
ration packs to the families affected by the lockdown in Methsara Uyana,
Wanathamulla, in the context of the second wave of COVID-19 in Sri Lanka. This
partnership was made possible through the efforts of A-PAD SL in facilitating
the public-private partnership of the involved institutions. Read more.
Private Sector Humanitarian Platform Madagascar (PSHP)
PSHP Madagascar continues its battle against COVID-19 by providing food and
non-food items to the Homeless Reception Centre in Akany Iorivo Mivoy. While
SOMAPHAR, SOPHARMAD & COFARMA, medicine suppliers and PSHP members
provided 5 boxes of medicines (analgesic, antibiotics, vitamins and first aid kits)
for the Community Hospital of Antsahamamy in Antananarivo on 15 January.

National Center of Support for Epidemiological Contingencies and
Disasters AC (CENACED)
The initiative of CENACED in organizing a virtual call center since May 2020,
continues to offer free psychosocial support through their partnership with the
Mexican Coca-Cola Industry and Coca-Cola Foundation. Read more.
Alliance for Risk Management and Business Continuity (AGERCA)
Despite the instability that limits activity operations in Haiti, AGERCA was able to
continue its campaign on the risk of disasters, raising awareness particularly
through social media platforms. Together with PAPYRUS, one of their members,
AGERCA also provided trainings in the South department for farmers

To access complete
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For further information, please contact:
CBi Secretariat |
connectingbusiness@un.org

2 of 3

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Situational Report No. 6
15 February 2021

USEFUL LINKS

COVID-19 VACCINE STATUS UPDATE

COVID-19 Myth busters (WHO)
COVID-19 vaccines (WHO)
Global Risk Communication and
Community Engagement Strategy
(IFRC, UNICEF, WHO)
COVAX Explained
Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT)
Accelerator

Source: Our World in Data

Côte d'Ivoire

Engage/participate in
the COVID-19 response
and early recovery
Responding to the COVID-19
pandemic calls for a whole-ofsociety approach. The private
sector plays a crucial role in
resource
mobilization
and
providing technical assistance in
Community Resilience, Advocacy,
and Knowledge Management. To
capture the overall picture of
private-sector
actions,
we
encourage you to participate in
the data collection and reporting.
Help Consolidate Information

According to the Minister of Health and Public Hygiene, Eugène Aka Aouélé, the deliveries of the Pfizer vaccines bound to arrive
mid-February were postponed due to vaccine supply shortage. Instead, the vaccination schedule was pushed in March 2021.
Read more.
Fiji
Fiji has completed the training of the staff who will be handling the vaccination program. According to the Minister of Health,
they will be conducting a vaccine registration process for tracking and checking purposes. The priority groups for the phase I of
their vaccination plan are the healthcare workers and elderly people aged 60 years and above. Read more.
With assistance from the World Health Organization (WHO), Fiji is expecting to receive the vaccines by the second half of 2021.
Read more.
Haiti
According to the Director of Communications at the Embassy of Haiti in the Dominican Republic, José Luis Soto, Haiti had been
selected by the World Health Organization (WHO) to receive COVID-19 vaccines for free, on account of qualifying the basis of
economic criteria and difficulty of access. No official date yet for the arrival of the COVID-19 vaccines but AGERCA mentioned that
older people and the medical staff will be prioritized. Read more.
Madagascar
Despite Malagasy government's detachment on the procurement of the COVID-19 vaccine, they recommended Tambavy COVIDOrganics (CVO), a Malagasy product made of traditional medicines to help in strengthening the immune system. Read more.
Mexico
The Mexican Government approved the emergency use of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine that was expected to arrive in the first
15 days of February. Meanwhile, on 22 January, the Government of Mexico announced that 77.6% of the Pfizer vaccines were
administered with the remainder allocated for the second doses. Last purchase of the Pfizer-BioNTech was also placed as
support to the UN's proposal in limiting purchases to make vaccines available to poor countries.
Philippines

CBi After Action
Report (AAR)
The AAR is a discussion of an
action, activity, or project that
allows a team to reflect on what
happened, why it happened, what
we learned, the follow-up actions
to be taken, and how we can
improve next time.

Download

According to vaccine czar Carlito Galvez Jr., the Philippines expects the arrival of 50,000 doses out of 25 million orders of China’s
Sinovac this February and 5.6 million doses of Pfizer-BioNTech and AstraZeneca within the first quarter of 2021. The Serum
Institute of India also announced that the country secured an additional 30 million doses of Covovax that will arrive by the third
quarter of 2021. Moreover, the Philippines' Food and Drug Administration (FDA) also approved the emergency use of
AstraZeneca's COVID-19 vaccine, the second product to be granted authorization in the country. Read more.
Sri Lanka
The roll-out of COVID-19 vaccine in Sri Lanka started on 29 January at the Army Hospital in Narahenpita, a day after the grant of
500,000 doses of Oxford-Astrazeneca’s Covishield vaccine from India arrived. The Government stated that health workers and
members of the tri-forces were the priority of the first round of vaccination. Read more.
Turkey
Turkey rolled out its vaccination program on 14 January after receiving its first batch of 3 million doses of China’s Sinovac last 30
December. They have started the program with their healthcare workers and government officials to increase public confidence.
On 25 January, 6.5 million more doses have arrived in Turkey and approximately 4 million people (mostly health workers and
elderly people) have been inoculated as of 15 February. Read more.
Vanuatu
The Director General in the Ministry of Health expects that Vanuatu will receive the first COVID-19 vaccines in July, August, or
September this year. All citizens of Vanuatu are required to be vaccinated, with the border control workers, health workers and
elderly as their priority groups. Read more.
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