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The Ministry of Public Health and Population
(MSPP) together with a private institution
established a COVID-19 screening site via antigen
tests at the Toussaint Louverture International
Airport to accommodate the requirement for
travellers arriving to and departing from Haiti..
Read more.
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The Ministry of Health and Medical Services
announced two new border quarantine cases of
COVID-19. Both individuals were isolated and
transferred to Lautoka hospital. Close monitoring
and testing of identified contacts will be conducted
according to the protocol for COVID-19 cases. As of
01 March, there are three active cases in Fiji. Read
more.
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Deaths

Three (3) confirmed case; One (1) recovery

Source: Johns Hopkins University

Madagascar

HIGHLIGHTS

The Civil Aviation of Madagascar (ACM) released a
list on 16 January, identifying countries that are not
allowed to enter Madagascar in observance of
travel restriction due to pandemic. Read more.
Mexico

Turkey

Deaths

According to the Technical Advisor to the Ministry
of Health and Public Hygiene, Dr. Edith Clarisse
Kouassy, on 22 February 2021, more than 1,115
young people were infected by COVID-19, aged 21
to 30, in the first 15 days of the month. In line with
this, people are encouraged to be vigilant and
follow health protocols to contain the virus. . Read
more.
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LATEST POLICIES & NEWS

Philippines kicks off COVID-19 vaccination drive

In the context of Mexico's Epidemic Risk Traffic
Light, the General Director of Health Promotion,
Ricardo Cortés Alcalá declared that no state will be
red or in strict health precautionary measures
starting 01 March. Moreover, he added the
significant decline in the rate of transmission of the
virus. Read more.
Philippines
The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Diseases approved a
uniform national travel protocol for land, air, and
sea on 28 February. Moreover, travel authority and
health certificates from the local government unit
(LGU) health offices are no longer compulsory
when travelling across the country. Read more.
Sri Lanka
The Commander of the Army, Head of the National
Operations Center for the Prevention of the Spread
of COVID-19, General Shavendra Silva promulgated
an isolation to a certain area in Nuwara Eliya
District on 25 February, while isolation has been
lifted in several areas of Batticaloa District on 01
March. Read more.
Turkey
The Ministry of Interior in Turkey released an
updated COVID-19 guideline that is based on
different risk groups (low- to medium-risk and highto very high-risk provinces). President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan also partially toned down the COVID-19
restrictions for low- to medium-risk areas as the
vaccination program in Turkey continues. Read
more.
Vanuatu
The Vanuatu government commenced the Tamtam
Travel Bubble on 19 February. According to Prime
Minister Bob Loughman, the country will re-open
its border to New Caledonia, a low-risk country
with almost the same COVID-19 protocols with
Vanuatu, to begin their journey to economic
recovery. Read more.

The arrival of the first batch of Sinovac’s COVID-19 vaccines from China (left) (Source: Sunstar). The director of PGH receiving
the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine as the country starts its inoculation program (right) (Source: ABS CBN News).

The Philippines began the vaccination drive at the Philippine General Hospital (PGH) on 01 March, following the arrival of 600,000
vaccine doses from Sinovac Biotech donated by the Chinese government on 28 February and 525,600 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine
from the World Health Organization-led COVAX facility on 04 and 07 March. According to a Brazil-based institute, CoronaVac is
effective against the UK and South African variants, which are currently detected in the country. Read more.
As stated by vaccine czar Carlito Galvez Jr., healthcare workers and other medical frontliners in the largest state hospitals will be
prioritized in the inoculation program, followed by the government institutions that are providing essential services including
economic frontliners. The Philippines plans to acquire 148 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine and to inoculate 70 million Filipinos or
two-thirds of the population before the end of this year. Read more.

AGERCA recaps year vs COVID-19 in press confab
Together with partners, AGERCA hosted a press conference on 26 February to present the COVID-19 activities that the network has
engaged in since the beginning of the pandemic. These included mobilization and distribution of masks and hygiene kits, as well as
sanitation of facilities, focusing on metropolitan and marginalized areas. Through the use of sound-trucks, posters, audio spots and
social media posts, AGERCA has also actively raised awareness and shared information about COVID-19. Furthermore, AGERCA
conducted a study on the COVID-19 impact on Micro-, Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises in Haiti. See the press release about
the various activities here.

Link to previous country policies.
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NETWORK ACTIVITIES
Knowledge Management

Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management Sri Lanka (A-PAD SL)

Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF)
PDRF released its Resilience Bulletin Volume 3 on 17 February featuring the
organization’s activities from July to December 2020. The content includes the
COVID-19 and typhoon response and recovery activities of PDRF, activities
related to MSME and community resilience, other projects and network
engagements. Read more.
Synergizing Recovery Initiatives, Knowledge, and Adaptation Practices for
MSMEs (SIKAP) established by PDRF, in collaboration with CBi, UNDP, and OCHA
Philippines, recently launched a newer version of the online platform, exhibiting
its updated features that will help in the recovery of the MSMEs that were
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The online launch event, which was
attended by more than 300 MSMEs, also introduced the new partners of the
online resource hub. Read more.

Community Building
Private Sector Humanitarian Platform Madagascar (PSHP)

Signing of the
partnership
agreement between
Axian Foundation,
MVola, GIZ and MAEP.
Source: MVola

Handing over of “Access to Examinations amidst Disasters” with Mr. Firzan Hashim, the
Country Director of A-PAD SL. Source: A-PAD SL

In preparation for the upcoming General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level
(G.C.E. O/L) examinations in Sri Lanka that were postponed due to pandemic in
2020, A-PAD SL collaborated with Disaster Management Center (DMC) and
Department of Examinations (DOE) to draft a guideline for examinations during
emergency situations. The document titled "Access to Examinations amidst
Disasters" consists of procedures and operational plans prioritizing security of
the students in time of intersecting disasters. Read more.

Resource Mobilization
Vanuatu Business Resilience Council (VBRC)

Axian Foundation, the chair of PSHP Madagascar, partnered with MVola, GIZ
and MAEP to organize a training program for 3,200 farmers and small
producers in the Anosy, Androy, Atsimo Andrefana and Boeny Regions to
provide support in limiting the effects brought by the pandemic in 2020, as well
as boost the local production in the country. Upon conclusion of the program,
organizers pledged to give several assistance to the deserving recipients: Axian
Foundation will be giving out Mbalik solar kits, while MVola will be granting a
monthly income of about USD $830 for 3 to 6 months. Read more.
Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF)
PDRF and New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade's Project K3
(Kalinga para sa Kalusugan ng Komunidad) is now officially part of the National
Task Force (NTF) Against COVID-19 Response Cluster key agreements.
PDRF President Butch Meily and Learning & Development Manager Toni Zuniga
introduced the organization and its projects including Project K3 during the
NTF's 18th Response Cluster Meeting. The chair of the group expressed his
support for the project and mentioned that it is a meaningful private sector
initiative. Read more.

Oxfam's Unblocked Cash Transfer Program extends in Shefa Province. Source: Oxfam in
Vanuatu

Following the successful implementation of the Unblocked Cash (UBC) system
in Tafea and Sanma provinces, Oxfam in partnership with VBRC has now
extended the program to Shefa province. As of 19 February, over 320 vendors
have been trained and registered across the three provinces since the rollout of
the UBC program in September 2020. The “tap and pay” system has been
helpful for local business owners since they can easily receive and transfer
funds, access, manage, and track their sales using smartphones. The program
will run until July 2021. Read more.

To access complete
information on
network activities
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Tracking COVID-19 Vaccine
Deliveries in Humanitarian
Response Plan Countries (OCHA)
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World Economic Outlook: Policy
Support and Vaccines Expected to
Lift Activities (IMF)
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COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered Among
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Reviving Tourism amid the
COVID-19 Pandemic (ADB)

COVID-19 Vaccine Status Update as of 15 March

504,000

Global Economic Prospects (The
World Bank)

COVID-19 VACCINE STATUS UPDATE AMONG CBI MEMBER COUNTRIES
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Total number of vaccines procured

Côte d'Ivoire

Engage/participate in
the COVID-19 response
and early recovery
Responding to the COVID-19
pandemic calls for a whole-ofsociety approach. The private
sector plays a crucial role in
resource
mobilization
and
providing technical assistance in
Community Resilience, Advocacy,
and Knowledge Management. To
capture the overall picture of
private-sector
actions,
we
encourage you to participate in
the data collection and reporting.
Help Consolidate Information

The Minister of State, Secretary General of the Presidency of the Republic, Patrick Achi, has announced the arrival of the first
504,000 doses of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines on 26 February. The first phase of the vaccination was expected to be
completed from 1 to 10 March, focusing in the District of Abidjan, the ground zero of the pandemic in Côte d'Ivoire. Read more.
Fiji
Fiji expects to start their vaccination program this year and it will be rolled out quarterly. Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum
also suggested the development of a vaccine passport, which will provide the vaccine status of each citizen in Fiji. According to
Sayed-Khaiyum, the passport will help in the recovery of tourism and resumption of economic activities in Fiji. Read more.
Mexico
According to the General Director of Epidemiology, José Luis Alomía Zegarra, as of 13 March, Mexico has received a total of
6,492,375 COVID-19 vaccines, of which 2,802,150 are from Pfizer-BioNTech, 870,000 from India-manufactured AstraZeneca,
2,000,000 from Sinovac, and 400,000 from Sputnik V. On 15 February, senior citizens were getting vaccinated in over 300
municipalities across the country with the AstraZeneca vaccine.
Philippines
The Philippines officially kicked off its vaccination program on 01 March after receiving 600,000 doses of CoronaVac vaccines
donated by the Chinese Government on 28 February and 525,600 AstraZeneca from the COVAX Facility on 04 and 07 March. As
of 10 March, the Philippines has inoculated more than 114,500 individuals, mostly healthcare workers from Metro Manila. Read
more.
The Philippines' Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the emergency use of Sinovac’s CoronaVac after Pfizer-BioNTech
and AstraZeneca. Read more.
Sri Lanka

CBi After Action
Report (AAR)
The AAR is a discussion of an
action, activity, or project that
allows a team to reflect on what
happened, why it happened, what
we learned, the follow-up actions
to be taken, and how we can
improve next time.

Download

The Acting Health Minister of Sri Lanka, Channa Jayasumana stated that 500,000 doses of the Covishield vaccine procured from
India have arrived on 25 February in the country. The Minister of Plantations, Ramesh Pathirana also said that vaccines for the
second phase will likely be acquired from the India-manufactured AstraZeneca, considering that Chinese and Russian vaccines
are not ready yet. Read more.
Sri Lanka also received the first batch of COVID-19 vaccines from the COVAX facility on 7th March 2021. This delivery of 264,000
doses is part of the first wave of arrivals that will continue in the coming weeks and months; culminating in 1,440,000 doses
arriving through May and is facilitated by WHO. Read more.
Turkey
Turkey continues its vaccination program which rolled out on 14 January. As of 08 March, President Erdogan announced that
Turkey has been able to inject more than 10 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. More than 7.5 million people acquired their
first doses, while 2.4 million people have received their second doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. Read more.
As of 29 January, a total of 13 million doses of CoronaVac have been received by Turkey. According to Turkish Health Minister
Fahrettin Koca, the country expects the arrival of 100 million more doses of Sinovac’s vaccine by the end of April. The country
aims to vaccinate 52.5 million people by the end of May. Read more.
Vanuatu
The World Health Organization-led COVAX facility approved the coronavirus vaccines for Vanuatu on 19 February. According to
Ministry of Health Director General Russel Tamata, the vaccination drive is expected to begin in April 2021. 20% of the most
vulnerable population will be prioritized first, with the majority of the citizens to be vaccinated in 2023. Read more.
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