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Prof. Dr. Quazi Quamruzzaman was 
an eminent freedom fighter in the 
Bangladesh Liberation War and his 
subsequent contribution to social service 
has been immense. His dedication 
towards the betterment of the country’s 
health service has been exemplified on 
numerous occasions while “Prof. Dr. Quazi 
Quamruzzaman Best Pediatric Surgeon 
Gold” is an annual award named after 
him. Prof. Zaman has pioneered many 
movements for community welfare and is 
an accomplished academic with research 
work ongoing in highly reputed global 
universities. Recently, in recognition of his 
outstanding footprints in social service, 
Bangladesh Government presented him 
with the country’s highest national award 
– the Ekushey Padak 2021. At present, 
among his many accolades, Professor 
Zaman is also the Chairman of A-PAD 
International. 

Here’s a discussion that A-PAD SL had 
with our honorable chairman.

Chairman’s Perspective on A-PAD and Its 
Progressive Role in the Fraternity
I believe, as a network A-PAD has a 
significant role to play in pursuing an 
integrated multi-hazard approach for 
sustainable development. Our mission 
entails reducing the incidence and 
severity of disasters by strengthening the 
capacity of disaster-prone Asian countries 
as well as investing in sustainable disaster 

preparedness, to reduce the relief-
development gap and thereby reducing 
vulnerability. A-PAD’s role also enables 
civil society actors, private sector and 
affected communities to strengthen 
their resilience in the face of disasters. 
Bridging the gap between what we know 
and what we do is important while the 
critical ingredient is commitment. A-PAD 
also focuses on sharing knowledge in 
building an effective framework for action 
to accelerate implementation regarding 

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).

How is A-PAD Bangladesh Representing 
the Vision and Mission of A-PAD 
International?
A-PAD Bangladesh’s strategy aims to 
foster a more integrated approach with 
supporting the implementation of global 
frameworks for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). A-PAD Bangladesh aims 
at creating a socio-economic, legal and 
institutional environment that is conducive 
to disaster management and effectively 
mainstreaming issues into national 
policies as well as in sector-specific 
development programs and projects. Our 
vision is to make Bangladesh a secure 
society, in which the impact of hazards 
would not hamper in development 
while the ecosystem will further ensure 
the provision of a better quality of life 
through effective emergency and disaster 
services. This vision to establish a strong 
link between sustainable community 
developments, risk reduction and poverty, 
is in tandem with the national, regional 
and international interest. 

A Word on Being Awarded the ‘Ekushey  
Padak’ and What It Means to You
‘Ekushey Padak’ is the highest civilian 
award in Bangladesh, introduced in 
memory of the martyrs of the Bengali 
Language Movement of 1952. The award 
is given to recognize contributions in 
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a number of fields including culture, 
education, social service and economics. 

It is wonderful for one to be honored by 
the highest civilian award of one’s country. 
I feel extremely privileged and thankful for 
being honored by this prestigious award. 
I will definitely cherish this. However, the 
achievement of the award has increased 
my responsibility. In fact, right from the 
start of my journey till today, I feel that 
there is a lot more that I must do for my 
country. Therefore, I will continue to do 
my best with the same passion when I 
started. 

What are Your Expectations for A-PAD in 
2021?
Evolving and strengthening the network is 

key, more so, in relevant national, regional 
and international levels while expanding 
risk reduction programming across a 
broader range of hazards is important. 
We must adapt this approach by targeting 
ways to improve resilience and allowing for 
greater operational sustainability. Using 
knowledge, innovation and education to 
build a culture of safety and resilience at 
all levels will be essential. I expect A-PAD 
to lead the Asia Pacific region with its vast 
channels of networks, and work towards 
becoming one of the strongest policy 
makers in the global platform.

Your Message to A-PAD Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is habitually affected by recurring 
disasters like Bangladesh. In such a 
context, effective disaster management 

is vital. To achieve this, capacity-building 
at all stages is needed: from communities 
at grass root level to the tiers of local 
and regional government and to national 
level, where robust legal, policy and 
disaster management frameworks must 
be established and implemented. 

A-PAD Sri Lanka is already contributing 
with great responsibility towards 
strengthening the partnership between 
multi-sectorial stakeholders at national 
level to support DRR and DRM initiatives. 
The ways in which A-PAD SL achieves the 
aims and principles of A-PAD International 
is praiseworthy and a great learning 
experience for our member countries. I 
wish A-PAD SL all the luck in their future 
endeavors. 

A Glance At The International Calendar

This year, the United Nations themed International Women’s Day  
as “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 
world”,  celebrating  the tremendous efforts by women and girls 
around the world in shaping a more equal future and recovery 
from the COVID -19 pandemic which also highlights the gaps that 
remain.

On Women’s Day 2021, Team A-PAD SL along with our partners 
from Connecting Business Initiative (CBi) and A-PAD Japan 
celebrated women across all cross sections of society, appreciating 
their roles may it be in peace time or conflict time. 

View our take on Women’s Day 2021 via

Water is a powerful yet scarce resource that is often 

taken for granted, though for many, a glass of clean 

drinking water is a luxury. An average woman in rural 

Africa has to trudge 6 kilometers a day to haul 40 

pounds of water. In parts of Sri Lanka too, women and 

girls find themselves in vulnerable positions as they trek 

in search of water on a daily basis.    

In the past, A-PAD SL has introduced  rainwater 

harvesting systems to communities in drought prone 

areas and we hope to continue with this initiative 

further.We will advocate and encourage the private 

sector to invest in rainwater harvesting to allow for 

sustainable development and have created our own 

model, applicable for urban settings.

On World Water Day 2021 and on every other day, it is 

high time we start realizing the unexplainable value of 

water, its indispensability and have a proper rethink of 

“What Water Really Means To Us”

World Water Day 2021 – March 22Women’s Day 2021 – March 8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATGXbsB_cXE
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The A-PAD team had the privilege of 
meeting with Hon. Anuradha Yahampath, 
Governor, Eastern Province of Sri Lanka 
where the platform was able to engage 
in introductions as well as seek potential 
partnership in collaborative activities. 
The Hon. Governor recognized and 
acknowledged the platform's work which 
allowed A-PAD to strengthen its ties with 
provincial authorities. The discussion led 
towards discovering prospective areas of 
work, such as, risk reduction/awareness, 
sustainable resilience, empowering 
women entrepreneurs, safe schools and 

improving tourism within the province.

Following the discussion, A-PAD SL handed 
over hygiene packs, COVID-19 wellness 
packs, KN95 Masks and Surgical masks 
to the Hon. Governor to be distributed 
among vulnerable groups in the Eastern 
Province.

We offer our sincere gratitude to the 
H.E Anuradha Yahampath for her warm 
reception and we look forward to working 
with the Governor's Office in the near 
future.

A-PAD SL Forges Partnership with the
Office of the Governor, Eastern Province

Team A-PAD along with Hon. Anuradha Yahampath, Governor, Eastern Province

Hon. Anuradha Yahampath, Governor, 
Eastern Province

Hon. Anuradha Yahampath, receives COVID-19 wellness packs in the presence 
of Mr. L.P. Madanayake, Chief Secretary, Governor's Secretariat and Mr. Firzan 

Hashim, Country Director, A-PAD SL    

Officials in Conversation: Team A-PAD introduces the platform to 
the Governor’s Secretariat
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Uncompromised Awareness:
Capacity Building and Skill Development Programs

Amidst Intersecting Disasters

Since the year of 2019, A-PAD Sri 
Lanka has been engaged in the process 
of formulating guidelines in view of 
national priorities such as examinations 
and elections. Keeping in line with this 
tradition, the platform was roped in by 
the Disaster Management Center (DMC), 
which coordinated with the Department 
of Examinations in drafting guidelines in 
emergencies ahead of the G.C.E. Ordinary 
Level (O/L) Examination 2020. 

Although the O/L examinations were 
scheduled to be held in 2020, it was 

postponed due to the pandemic situation. 
Therefore, the rescheduled examinations 
were held from 1-10 March 2021.  A-PAD 
SL involvement and the public-private 
partnership borne out of this joint effort 

was especially commended by the 
Commissioner General of Examinations, 
and the platform was encouraged to 
continue its good work in this regard.

A-PAD SL takes this opportunity to 
sincerely thank the People of Japan and 
the ODA (Official Development Assistance) 
– Embassy of Japan in Sri Lanka, for 
their generous support in successfully 
delivering this initiative.

The document can be accessed via 
following link.

A Normalcy for Sri Lanka Via Multi-Sectoral 
Policy Interventions

Access to Examinations Amidst Disasters

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2Ol5-2030
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (SFDRR) 2Ol5-2030 provides 
a global blue-print to prevent and 
reduce disaster risk to achieve resilient 
and sustainable development. The 
Government of Sri Lanka has committed 
to substantially reduce disaster damages 
and losses by 2030 in endorsing the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

The first National Working Committee 
meeting on this was coordinated by the 
Disaster Management Center (DMC) and 
was held at the Bandaranaike Memorial 
International Conference Hall (BMICH). 
Significantly, A-PAD was among the key 
stakeholders recognized to meet the 
national target set by the SFDRR.

A-PAD was among the multisectoral 

partners involved in formulating a highly 

relevant action plan that focused on 

preventing identified injuries for the next 

5 years. The workshop was conducted by 

the Directorate of Non-Communicable 

Diseases (NCDU), Ministry of Health 

whereby the focus revolved around 

drowning prevention. Following the 

workshop, the national action plan 

was developed, and job roles were 

designated to relevant stakeholders 

including Tri Forces, Sri Lanka Police, Sri 

Lanka Life Saving, Ministry of Fisheries, 

Disaster Management Center, Disaster 

Preparedness & Response Divisions of 

the Ministry of Health.   

Multi Sectoral Action Plan for Prevention of Injuries 2021-2025

“Access to Examinations amidst Disasters”, was handed over to Maj. Gen. Sudantha Ranasinghe, DG, DMC after which it was received by Mr. Sanath 
Pujitha, Commissioner General of Examinations from Mr. Sunil Jayaweera, Director, Preparedness and Planning, DMC in the presence Mr. K.M.H 

Bandara, Commissioner of Examinations, and Mr. Firzan Hashim, Country Director, A-PAD SL

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aTjaDUdkzfAeb_pJIN0ZpeDgjh_WFz4E/view
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Uncompromised Awareness:
Capacity Building and Skill Development Programs

Amidst Intersecting Disasters

Despite COVID-19 restrictions, adapting 
to the new normal is essential. As such, 
the A-PAD SL Colombo platform has 
been busy, going about its usual task of 
educating diverse sectors on partnerships, 
disaster risk reduction, preparedness and 
mitigation.  The workshops were virtually 
conducted and catered to healthcare 
professionals, the private sector and 
school going students.  

At the invitation of the Ministry of Health 
(MoH), A-PAD conducted a training 
program on Health Sector Disaster 

Management for Post Graduate Medical 
Students of the Post Graduate Institute 
of Medicine (PGIM), Colombo University. 
The areas of focus were Donor and 
Donation Management as well as Inter-
Sectoral Coordination (with the focus on 
Public Private Partnerships) for Disaster 
Response. The training was significant as 
this was the 1st time, A-PAD received an 
opportunity to share expertise on disaster 
management with a well-established 
university in Sri Lanka.

In addition to this, a training was 

conducted for Aitken Spence Hotels, 
primarily based on identifying and 
mitigating risks and business continuity 
within the hotel and tourism industry, 
with the prospect of further advancing 
knowledge on DRR with future workshops. 
Moreover, A-PAD also educated Form 4 
students of Elizabeth Moir International 
School on the global outlook of disasters 
while specific attention was placed on 
flood mitigation in Sri Lanka.

All the workshops were conducted 
successfully with enthusiastic interaction 
from each audience.

Virtual training  program conducted for Post Graduate Medical  Students of the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM), Colombo University

 Virtual training conducted for students of Elezabeth Moir International School 
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A-PAD SL’s District platforms in the north and east have been active in coordinating meetings, building private public partnerships and 
conducting workshops on disaster risk reduction and community business resilience. The platforms have also focused on enhancing 
COVID-19 awareness among schools and have also advocated same with provincial authorities.

District Highlights

DRR workshops were convened for communities in the north and the east in building resilience in the face of local hazards and 
disasters.

Students of T.B. Jaya Girls School, Kinniya were educated on risk reduction while  masks were distributed among students and 
staff. Following this, a discussion convened between Team A-PAD and  Principal, Mr. M.M. Muzammil.
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A-PAD discussed with Multi Purpose Cooperative Society (MPCS) – a Community Social Organization in Kinniya, on how best the 
organization’s potential can be utilized locally in the face of disasters.

Mr. M.T. Nizam, Provincial Education Director, Eastern Province met with Team A-PAD after a platform meeting in the Provincial 
Education Department (PED) which addressed COVID-19 preparedness , challenges and best practices in school settings. Mr. F. 

Hashim, Country Director, A-PAD SL spoke at the meeting which saw the participation of  Zonal Education Directors representing 
the province. Thereafter, the  PED was also provided with masks for further distribution.
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The A-PAD team recently took to the homes of the Phoenix project 
families in assessing their progress thus far since the fateful 
Easter Sunday Attacks of 2019 in Sri Lanka. While we near the 
second-year commemoration in April 2021, it was a refreshing 

experience to witness their progress towards embracing life in its 
new normalcy and still hope for sprightful futures ahead of them. 
Further, the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak did cause more 
interruptions to Sri Lanka and especially to the children whose 

Visiting Our Phoenixes
On-Ground Visits to the Homes Supported by Project Phoenix 
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education saw hiccups, almost stalling 
continuity  of schooling. However, at 
present, schools have recommenced 
in accordance with state regulations. 
Therefore, in encouraging and boosting 
parents and children of project Phoenix 
to go back to school, COVID-19 Health 
& Wellness Packs were distributed in 
Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa 
Districts. 

We, at A-PAD Sri Lanka, are grateful to be 
a part of an intervention which stands the 
test of time, ensuring steadfast progress to 
the Phoenix family members. 
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In the early hours of 15th March 2021, 

a fire broke out in Kajeema Waththa, 

Thotalanga, raising almost 40 houses to 

the ground, affecting 32 families inclusive 

of 141 individuals and 68 children. 

The resident population were of poor 

financial status and low socio-economic 

background and the damage experienced 

was of significant consequence. Post 

incident, the residents were evacuated to 

a temporary shelter and the emergency 

relief phase was led by the Government 

of Sri Lanka (GoSL).

Upon receiving news of the incident, A-PAD 

Sri Lanka made an immediate on ground 

visit to the site to assess the damages 

and understand the need for assistance. 

The visit proved that the residents had 

lost their all, and due to vulnerable 

circumstances, economically and socially, 

it was important that assistance be given. 

The needs assessments have been 

conducted and potential interventions 

have been identified in terms of early 

recovery. A-PAD is currently engaged 

in planning out response activities in 

partnership with private sector members 

and international principles. The Disaster 

Management Center and the Colombo 

District Secretariat and military have taken 

leadership at the frontline, representing 

the state. 

Urban Fire Causes Destruction in Thotalanga

Mr. Firzan Hashim, Country Director - A-PAD SL, speaks to authorities at the emergency site

The site in ruins
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Urban Fire Causes Destruction in Thotalanga

Following the aftermath of the urban fire in Thotalanga, it was identified that reconstructing shelters for the affected community was of 
vital priority. Therefore A-PAD in partnership with generous private sector partners are currently assisting reconstruction activities with 
the provision of building material. Sri Lanka Air Force is on site, providing necessary manpower required in building the shelters.
In view of this, Team A-PAD made a visit to the site to view the ongoing reconstruction activities in the presence of Sri Lanka Air Force. 

Public Private Partnership in Urban Disaster 
Phase 1 - Emergency Response

Sri Lanka Air Force plan reconstruction activities following the fire Team A-PAD SL at the site in Thotalanga

The destroyed shelters under reconstruction 
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The refugee camps at Cox’s Bazar area of Bangladesh accommodates 
over a million Rohingyas who sought sanctuary due to unrest in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine province. On 22 March 2021, a devastating 
fire broke out at the Balukhali Refugee Camp which  destroyed 
a large portion of the camp, killing several people and flattening 
thousands of homes. The fire also left Balukhali Balibazar, the 
biggest local market in the Rohingya camp, in ashes. As a result, 
products worth at least Taka 50 Crore were lost. The authorities 
have not yet confirmed the actual cause of the blaze, though 
some reports have suggested that it may have started from a gas 
cylinder explosion. The fire burned for nearly eight hours until 
midnight on the same day and was fought by 100 firemen.

Life Loss Injured Displaced Missing

15 560
45,000 (10,000 

families)
10,000

A-PAD Bangladesh reported that its partner organizations 
Dhaka Community Hospital (DCHT) and Community Initiative 
Society (CIS) provided immediate response to the emergency in 
Cox’s Bazar by firstly ensuring that primary healthcare centers 
were 24/7 available to provide health services to the affected. 
Apart from this, tarpaulins have been distributed as emergency 
shelter support along with emergency shelter kits while the joint 
partnership has also provided food assistance and safe drinking 
water. Another priority has also been spreading COVID-19 
awareness and reemphasizing the necessity to maintain safety 
protocols amidst the disaster. 

A-PAD Bangladesh observed that the lethal and destructive 
blaze may exacerbate critical needs and further strain already 
overstretched resources, especially with the start of the monsoon 
looming. Therefore, rebuilding is critical and DCHT and CIS are on 
ground, conducting emergency crisis response activities with the 
coordination of local government authorities to ensure safety for 
all. 

(Pictures used courtesy of A-PAD Bangladesh)

Plumes of Black Smoke at the Rohingya 
Camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

Deadly fire creates destruction within the Rahigya Refugee Camps

Devastating aftermath of the fire in the refugee camps at Cox’s Bazar

Communities seek shelter after fire destroys their camps Emergency healthcare services provided by DCHT and CIS
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The world has a long way to go in achieving 
the 16th Sustainable Development Goal 
by 2030 that of peace, justice and strong 
institutions. To allow for collective thinking 
on conflict prevention and peacebuilding, 
the UNDP Prevention in Action-Global 
Forum was held virtually via zoom on the 
15th of March. 

A-PAD SL was invited to speak at a 
panel discussion based on Broadening 
the Partnership for Prevention and 
Peacebuilding: The Role of the Private 
Sector in Peacebuilding, emphasizing on 

the role of the 
private sector in 
peacebuilding. 
Mr. Firzan Hashim 
commenting on 
the benefits of 
partnerships that 
capitalize on the 
strengths and 
resources of the 
private sector, 
while amplifying 

on the strength of the private sector 
which is well-integrated into society and 
allows for local peacebuilding initiatives. It 
was further stated that through platforms 
such as A-PAD and the Connecting 
Business Initiative (CBi), the government 

can collaborate with the private sector to 
effectively respond to a crisis while case 
studies were brought forward to illustrate 
the same. 

Mr. Luis Felipe López-Calva, Assistant 
Administrator and Regional Director for 
Latin America, UNDP provided opening 
reflections for the session while the panel 
consisted of Ms. Lidet Tadesse Shiferaw, 
Policy Officer Security and Resilience 
Programme, European Centre for 
Development Policy Management along 
with Mr. Firzan Hashim, Country Director, 
A-PAD SL. The session was moderated 
by Mr. Joseph D’Cruz, Special Advisor for 
Strategic Planning & Innovation to the 
Administrator, UNDP. 

UNDP Prevention in Action-Global Forum 2021:  
Development Pathways for Conflict Prevention and 

Peacebuilding

Sessiono on "Prevention and Peacebuilding: The Role of the Private Sector in Peacebuilding" in progress

Moderator for the session Mr. Joseph D’Cruz, UNDP in conversation with Mr. Luis Felipe López-
Calva, UNDP
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Early this year UNDP’s CBi published 

a report exploring the intersections 

between gender, the private sector and 

disaster management. Though disasters 

do not discriminate, women tend to 

be disproportionately affected when 

one strikes. As a result, women may get 

ensnared in a downward spiral of poverty 

and domestic violence. 

Certain economic sectors are 

overrepresented by 

women, making it 

imperative for the 

private sector to 

carefully consider its 

actions in the event of 

managing a disaster. 

The report considers 

disaster management 

through the lens of a 

woman by including 

them in decision-

making processes and 

increasing the resilience 

of women-led SMEs. 

There were snippets of 

case studies from Sri 

Lanka, where A-PAD 

SL reported on the 

importance of regulating microfinancing 

initiatives and creating safety nets for 

women as micro-financing can sometimes 

do more harm when the loan provided 

to assist the woman with her MSME is 

used by a family member for extraneous 

purposes. Other issues touched upon were 

the need for gender neutral responses 

to the law and disaster relief along with 

advocacy for the inclusion of women in 

Search and Rescue teams.  

The report can be found at: 

Gender, Disaster Management and the Private 
Sector: Mapping and Analysis of Existing Resources and 

Previous Interventions

Women in Search and Rescue: A-PAD SL advocates the necessity for more female participation in saving lives during emergencies

https://www.connectingbusiness.org/system/files/2021-02/CBi%20Gender%20Report_Web.pdf
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The Connecting Business Initiative (CBi) 
was launched at the World Humanitarian 
Summit in May 2016 and it takes forward 
the Summit outcomes, as well as the 2030 
Development Agenda and the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. It 
is a collaboration between UNDP’s Istanbul 
International Center for Private Sector in 
Development, the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs and the United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and other 
strategic partners. CBi engages with the 
private sector strategically before, during 
and after emergencies, increasing the 
scale and effectiveness of the response 
and recovery in a coordinated manner. 

Among its 14 member networks, A-PAD 
SL coordinates the Sri Lanka platform 
and Mr. Firzan Hashim, A-PAD SL Country 

Director was recently elected as the 2021 
Member Network Representative for the 
CBi Executive Committee (ExCom). 

We are excited with this new appointment 
and will work together with fellow member 
networks in achieving CBi’s mission of 
promoting sustainable, people-centered 
development, reducing disaster risks and 
alleviating human suffering in disasters 
and emergencies.

A-PAD SL Recognized as 2021 Member 
Network Representative for CBi ExCom

CBi Executive Committee Members

Mr. Marcos Neto, UNDP Mr. David Young, Boston Consulting Group Mr. Douglas Stropes, USAID

Ms. Shaheen Kassim-Lakha, Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation

Mr. Rein Paulsen, UN OCHA Mr. Firzan Hashim, A-PAD SL / CBi Member 
Network Representative

Ms. Lila Karbassi, Chief, United Nations 
Global Compact

Mr. Xavier Castellanos, IFRC / CBi Program 
Partner Representative

Ms. Nicole “Nikki” Clifton, UPS Foundation
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410/116, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka
Tel / Fax: +94 11 2688111

Website: www.apad.lk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/A-PAD SRI LANKA

For further information, please contact: info@apad.lk  


